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Forrest College Commencement — July 12, 2013 

A Message from the         

Academic Dean 

The month of July was a very momen-
tous one at Forrest College.  On July 
12, 2013, forty-four of our graduates 
proudly walked across the stage at the 
Civic Center.  Students received Asso-
ciate degrees in Business Administra-
tion, Criminal Justice and Medical As-
sisting.  It was a proud moment for all 
us – students, families, staff and faculty.  
For our students, this moment repre-
sented a culmination of determination, 
hard work, frustration, and a sense of 
accomplishment.  After two years of 
teaching and interacting with these 
students and knowing the sacrifices 
they have made alone the way, I feel 
privileged to have played a small part in 
their success. 
 
Also, during the month of July, at For-
rest College, students enrolled in and 

started progressing through our new, 
six month Nursing Assisting certificate 
program.  This program provides stu-
dents with an opportunity to complete 
classes in math, English, information 
technology (computers), and medical 
terminology in addition to the Nurse 
Assisting classes.  This preparation 
should provide these students with an 
advantage in the work place.  Once 
they have completed the program, they 
will be eligible to sit for certification as a 
nurse assistant (CNA).  Many of these 
students plan to matriculate into our 
associate degree program in Medical 
Assisting and upon successful comple-
tion of these classes, will be eligible to 
pursue certification to become Certified 
Medical Assistants (CMA). 

The staff and faculty at Forrest College 
are always gathering information with 
regard to what jobs are available in the 
community;  and then, we make sure 
our students receive the education and 
training necessary to fill these jobs.  
Even with difficult economic times, it is 
always our focus to assist our students 
with job placement.  As Academic 
Dean, I am proud to be part of the 
advancements in educational offerings 
at Forrest College which continue to 
prepare our students for meaningful 
careers. 

Linda Reeves, M.Ed. James L. “Jim” Rush, MS. 

A Message from the        

Administrative Dean 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Many of Forrest College’s students 
know me since we worked together 
when I was instructing their math and 
management classes.  However, even 
those students may not be aware that I 
had recently taken on new responsibili-
ties as Forrest College’s Administrative 
Dean.  To those students who have 
not yet met me, this message may 
serve a dual purpose in introducing me 
and giving all students some insight 
into the role of the new Administrative 
Dean. 
 
As the math and management instruc-
tor, I have been teaching classes at 
Forrest College since the Fall Term of 
2011.  My family and I moved to South 
Carolina about three years ago, when I 
retired with 42 years of service from 
Sandia National Laboratories, which is 

managed by Lockheed Martin, in Albu-
querque, New Mexico.  During that 
extensive time period, I had manageri-
al assignments on three different levels 
of management.  My Master of Sci-
ence Degree is in Operations Manage-
ment served me well.  Therefore with 
my background, I was pleased to 
accept the new role as Forrest Col-
lege’s Administrative Dean.   
 
The “short version” of an Administra-
tive Dean is being responsible for the 
administrative/business activities asso-
ciated with Forrest College.  In the 
business world, this job could be that 
of an “Operations Manager.”   There-
fore, I interface extensively with For-
rest College’s Board of Directors, Ms. 
Reeves as the Academic Dean, the 
Forrest College Staff, and the Work 
Study Students.  In future messages to 
Forrest College students, I’ll give you 
even more insight into the responsibili-
ties of an Administrative Dean, as they 
pertain to working with the various 
business groups including the Admis-
sions Team, Child Care, Security, 
Finance, Facilities, and Computer 
Services.  Basically, the administrative 
groups support the Forrest College 
Faculty and provide the physical re-
sources to enhance your learning 
experiences in order for you to realize 
your greatest potential and to achieve 
your personal and professional goals.     
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Caralee Jordan,  
Bowl Of Knowledge 

Winner 2013 

Our medical assisting students  

attended the “Bowl of Knowledge“ on March 

16, during the South Carolina Society of 

Medical Assistants Annual Conference at 

the Embassy Suites in Greenville, South 

Carolina.  Students from surrounding col-

leges were placed in groups of four to test 

their medical assisting knowledge. The 

Bowl  

consisted of seven rounds of timed single 

elimination where our very own  

Caralee Jordan made it to the final round. 

She, along with her teammates, won the 

2013 Bowl of Knowledge. We are so proud 

of our Medical Assisting Forrest College 

students for their  

determination and hard work. 

Activities Around Campus 

Pig Dissections in Mr. Richard Reeves’  
Anatomy and Physiology II class 

(Left)  Rachel Christian, Marsha Crowe, Jamie 
Bowen. (Right) Megan Thorton, Mr. Richard 

Reeves, Lashonda Gladney, and Ashley 
Owens. 

     The Nursing Assistant Pinning     

Ceremony was held on Tuesday, May 

14, 2013.  Five students attended and re-

ceived their pins from Betty Campbell, RN, 

and Gayle Davis, LPN.  We congratulate 

Lindsay Doggett, Margaret Campbell, Ant-

won Crawley, Zandaria Evans, and Phillip  

Bermudez.     

     Janie Turmon and Mandy Joyner, from 

Admissions, and Alica Swaney, from the 

Medical Assisting Department, spoke to 

the students. A reception followed the  

ceremony. Congratulations to our new 

Nursing Assistants! 

(L-R)  Lindsay Doggett, Margaret 
Campbell, Antwon Crawley, Zandaria 

Evans, and Phillip Bermudez 
Sabrina Klein, a 2013 Forrest Col-

lege graduate in Medical Assisting, 

was the subject of an updated, full 

page article in the Independent 

Mail newspaper on July 22, 2013.  

She had a major stroke and is par-

tially paralyzed but has accom-

plished her goal of obtaining her 

degree. Read more about Sa-

brina’s story in the Graduation in-

sert in this newsletter. 

Blood Drive at Forrest 
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My name is Jackie 
Evans and I graduat-
ed from Forrest Col-
lege in 2005. I want to 
share my experiences 
with currently enrolled 
students. I started my 
journey at Forrest  
College when my hus-
band was deployed to 
Iraq in 2004. I needed 
something to keep my 
mind off the war and 
decided to start the 
phlebotomy and medi-

cal office assistant programs.  
 
I was offered employment while going through both clinical 
rotations. I had to decline because I knew I was moving 
soon and did not want to take a job from one of my fellow 
students. I graduated in 2005 and moved to Augusta, GA 
when my husband returned home and received orders for 
Fort Gordon, GA.  
Before leaving Anderson I applied to the MAU temporary 
agency. I unfortunately never received a job offer before 
leaving Anderson. MAU tried to contact me after I left An-
derson. Luckily for me, I had transferred my phone number 
when I moved and they forwarded my information to the 
Augusta location. After living in Augusta 1 week, I was of-
fered a job at University Hospital in the employee health 
department to help cover while the nurses took their vaca-
tions.  I was responsible for obtaining vitals and drawing 
blood for titers for all new employees. I also gave allergy 
injections.  
 
After this job ended, I was offered a job at a physician's 

office. My duties were chart  filing, checking patients in at 
the front desk, and making appointments. I worked this job 
for a few months and learned everything I could while I was 
there. I finally gained enough experience to put  on my re-
sume and decided to look for my own permanent job. 
 
I looked in the yellow pages and called physician  offices 
where I wanted to work and asked them if they were ac-
cepting resumes. I then asked nicely for their fax number. I 
faxed my resume out and was offered a job at Center for 
Primary Care and hired within 4 days of faxing my resume. 
I worked for this company for 7 years as a front office medi-
cal assistant. While working at Center for Primary Care, I 
decided I needed to further my education.  
 
I went back to school and 
started  taking core classes 
online and at night for the 
practical nursing program 
in the Fall of 2009. I was 
finally accepted into the 
practical nursing program 
in 2011 and graduated in 2012. I am proud to say that I 
have been a LPN for a year now. I am currently a surgeon's 
nurse at Augusta ENT.  I am now awaiting acceptance into 
a LPN to RN bridge program.  The  moral of the story - you 
can do anything you put your mind to. You only need a 
good attitude, the will, and the drive. I never had a problem 
getting a job after finishing Forrest College and I believe 
you will not either. Take what you have learned at Forrest 
College and allow yourself to keep learning. 
 
Jackie Evans, LPN,  
Forrest College Alumnus 

Alumni News:  Forrest College Graduate Shares Her Success Story  

“You can do anything you put 

your mind to.  You only need a 

good attitude, the will, and the 

drive.” 

Mural Contest Rules: No copyright infringement: all entries must contain copyright-free art/no unauthorized use of any copyright images, text, or other material will be accepted. All entries must be submitted online, in person, or by mail. Each 
High School may submit up to two entries. Entries must be designed to fit the outside wall space, which is approximately 51’ long x 11’ in height. A picture of the computer building is included and posted below. Any interested parties are very 
welcome to visit the Forrest College campus at any time in order to see the space in question. Entries should appeal to all ages of our community. Forrest College will provide any and all materials needed to complete the project. 

Your mural goes here!! 

Art Mural Project…Forrest College is holding a contest in search for a mural to be painted by local high school students.  

The mural will be painted on our FC Computer Building, which is adjacent to the main campus and houses our computer repair pro-

grams, as well as serves as the computer repair shop open to the community in large. The mission of Forrest College is “To provide 

an environment that inspires students to more fully develop the confidence that they may need to reach their persona; and career 

goals”. We offer our students small class sizes, personalized attention, flexible scheduling, and free daycare in a supportive family-

oriented atmosphere. The College offers associate degree programs in Medical Assisting, Business Administration, and Criminal Jus-

tice, as well as short term diploma and certificate programs including Computer Repair, Network Repair, and Nurse Assisting.  Please 

refer to our website, www.forrestcollege.edu, for additional information. The “Mural Project” will be a yearly event that all art students, 

freshman through senior, are invited to enter as a team. Each Art Department entry must 

be unanimously agreed upon by all students.  A maximum of two ideas can be submitted 

along with drawings.  Entry deadline will be February 7, 2014.The mural will be painted 

during the month of April.  Completion due date is April 30, 2014.  Forrest College has a 

panel of judges, who will evaluate the entries and who will announce the winner on Feb-

ruary 28, 2014. The High School Department that wins the Mural Contest will receive a 

$2,000.00 contribution for its art department. The winning team and its individual stu-

dents will be acknowledged in Forrest College publications, newsletters, websites, as 

well as in the Anderson Independent Mail newspaper.  Forrest College will have a spe-

cial luncheon in May to honor the mural contest winners. 

Your mural goes here! 

http://www.forrestcollege.edu


Forrest College 
We Can Make  

A Big Difference In Your Life 
601 E River Street 

Anderson SC 29624 
864-225-7653 

www.forrestcollege.edu 

STOP YOUR WORRYING AND 

START TRAINING FOR A 

NEW CAREER TODAY!! 

None of us need to be reminded that 
these are very tough economic 
times.  A bad economy results in job 

layoffs.  Job layoffs can mean 
tragic financial circumstances for 
individuals who are not prepared or 
poorly qualified to find work in the 
high-employment professions such 
as in computer or medical fields.  
Don’t find yourself in a situation 
where you’re out of work and 
unqualified.  Consider Forrest 
College for your training or re-
training needs. In an environment 
that provides you caring, 
personalized and individualized 
attention, Forrest College can help 
you become more employable. We 
can make a big difference in your 
life. 

Free Child Care While You Attend Classes! 

 

Forrest College makes continuing 

your education easy for you and 

your family. You can attend your 

classes while your child partici-

pates in the onsite free child care 

that is provided to our students.  

Many of our students would not 

be able to return to school if it 

were not for the free child care 

assistance that Forrest College provides to its students while 

you attend classes. We provide your child with supervised 

recreational and educational activities while you work to better 

yourself by getting your degree at Forrest College. 

www.forrestcollege.edu 

Sarah Smith,                                    

Instructor                                   

Scott Lockard, 
Admissions Representative           

and Instructor 

Mandy Joyner,                 

Admissions Representative 

New Faces at Forrest College 

James “Jim” Rush,      

Administrative Dean 

and Instructor 




